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<% Anticonvulsant drugs are medicines used to prevent

or control seizures by reducing abnormal, excessive
and repeated electrical activity in the brain.

(# These drugs are also called antiepileptic drugs—AEDs or,
more accurately, antiseizure medications—ASMs. They
* generally control seizures but do not necessarily cure

the underlying cause of epilepsy.
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Mechanism of Action | forar-fafer
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FL£ 79N | Anticonvulsant drugs reduce

the excitability of neurons and
prevent the spread of abnormal
Lcf.:let:’cur'icall impulses in the brain.
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They reduce rapid and repeated They reduce calcium entry into
firing of neurons. neurons and decrease neuronal
excitation.
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Example: Ethosuximide blocks

T-type calcium channels.
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Examples: Phenytoin,
Carbamazepine, Lamotrigine, |
kOxcarbazepine and Lacosamide.
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rIn_c.vreavsing GABA Activity
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GABA is the major inhibitory

neurotransmitter of the brain.

Increasing its action suppresses
abnormal neuronal ac’rivi‘rg.
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Examples: Diazépam, Lorazepam, Clonazepan, ¢
kPhenobarbifa.l , Vigabatrin and Tiagabine.
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Glutamate is an excitatory
neurotransmitter. Reduction of
its activity decreases neuronal
excitation.
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i, = Therapeutic Uses | fafésftar swdfr -

Prevention and control of epileptic seizures 1
Pt & a1 &t Apemr wd fazr |
Emergency control of prolonged seizures or status epilepticus
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Neuropathic pain — Gabapentin and Pregabalin 1
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Trigemino.l neuralgia — Carbamazepine i
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Bipolar disorder — Valproate, Carbamazepine o.nd Lamotrigine
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Common Adverse Effects | I goma
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