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Poisons Act, 1919

Introduction, Objectives, Definitions, Possession, Possession for Sale, Sale of
Poisons & Import of Poisons

1. Introduction of the Poisons Act, 1919 / (3w _3rf&a=s, 1919 &1 9R==)

The Poisons Act, 1919 (Act No. XII of 1919) is one of the earliest laws in India enacted
to regulate the possession, sale, import, and distribution of poisons. The Act
empowers State Governments to make rules to prevent the misuse of poisonous

substances and to protect public health and safety.
The Act does not prohibit poisons completely; instead, it regulates who may possess,
sell, import, and distribute them.
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2. Objectives of the Poisons Act, 1919 / (3% 31f@fas, 1919 & 3qgea)

The main objectives of the Act are:

To regulate the possession and sale of poisons.
To prevent accidental and intentional poisoning.
To protect public health and safety.

To authorize State Governments to frame rules.
To control the import of poisonous substances.

To prevent illegal trade in poisons.
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To ensure poisons are supplied only by authorized persons.
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3. Definition of Poison / (faw & gfRramsm)

The Act itself does not provide an exhaustive definition of "Poison." Generally, a poison is
any substance that can cause injury, illness, or death when introduced into the
body in relatively small quantities.

The State Government may notify specific substances as poisons.
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Arsenic (3T TIeR)
Cyanide (HTITSS)
Mercury compounds (IRT J13reh)

Strychnine (Rgasile)

Organophosphorus compounds
Certain pesticides (& Prc=TIR)

4. Possession of Poison / (fdY T @eaT / Possession)

The State Government may regulate who is allowed to possess poisonous substances.

Only authorized persons or institutions may legally possess certain poisons.

Unauthorized possession may be punishable under rules framed by the State

Government.
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5. Possession for Sale /(fashr & 3?.?.’?@ g Ry w@en)

A person who keeps poisons for commercial sale must comply with State Government
rules.
Requirements may include:

e Proper licence (where applicable)

o Safe storage

e Proper labeling

o Maintenance of records

o Sale only to authorized or genuine purchasers
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6. Sale of Poison / (fa¥_ &Y fashl)

The State Government may regulate:
e  Who can sell poisons.
e To whom poisons can be sold.
e The manner of sale.

e Packaging and labeling requirements.

e Maintenance of a poison register.

o Verification of purchaser identity.
Poisons should not be sold indiscriminately.
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7. Poison Register / (Poison Register)

The State Government may require sellers to maintain a Poison Register containing:
e Name of purchaser
e Address
e Date of sale

e Name of poison

e Quantity sold

e Purpose of purchase

e Signature of purchaser
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8. Import of Poisons / (fa¥ T 31¥Td)

The State Government may regulate the import of poisonous substances into the State.
Import may be subject to:

e Permission or licence

o Compliance with prescribed conditions

o Safe transport and storage

e Proper documentation
The objective is to prevent illegal movement and misuse of poisonous substances.
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9. Powers of the State Government / (5T _TIEHR_T_erfdadn)

Under the Poisons Act, 1919, the State Government can:

Declare certain substances as poisons.

Frame rules regarding possession, sale, and import.

Prescribe licensing conditions.

Specify storage requirements.

Prescribe labeling rules.

Maintain sale records.

Appoint inspectors or enforcing authorities under applicable rules.
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10. Importance of the Poisons Act/(faw _IfQATHT 1 Agca)

Prevents misuse of poisonous substances.
Protects public health.

Prevents accidental poisoning.

Controls illegal sale.

Ensures safe handling of poisons.

Supports legal regulation of toxic substances.
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